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a strong tribal consciousness and pride, which through common
conquests and a common religion assumed sufficient compass and
unity to approach national consciousness. On the other hand,
however, the Arabs were at first more an army of occupation
than a nation and they were even forbidden by Omar to possess
landed property, in order to maintain their mobility. The
subject peoples were not permitted to learn Arabic nor encouraged
to become Moslem as this would have freed them from the tribute
on which the victors wished to live. No common nationality,
therefore, developed. Soon, Jiowever, fierce enmity revived
among the Arabian tribes and did much to destroy the unity and
power of the nation. The binding force of their religion proved
insufficient to form a durable unified nationality. In the Chris-
tian world of that time, however, nationality was equally un-
developed. The Arabian conquerors were often welcomed by
sections of the Christians, for example in Spain, Sicily, Naples and
southern France or were even called in by them in order to obtain
help against other Christians.
In the Arab World Empire, moreover, the subject peoples,
especially the Persians and Syrians, were more highly civilized
than the ruling Arabs, and indispensable for the growing tasks
of administration. The victory of the Abbasid dynasty marks
the ascendancy of the Persians over the Arabs. The Empire
now looses its national traits and becomes a despotism, based
on the military force of the ruler, not on the tacit consent of the
ruled. The rulers more and more employ mercenary troops and
these, like the Pretorian guards in the Roman Empire, undermine
stability by frequent risings and arrogating to themselves decisive
influence on political affairs. Failing a strong national bond
between the subject peoples, religion was emphasized by the
rulers as a uniting factor. All the later Mohammedan states
were founded more on religion than on nationality. Religion,
however, proved inadequate for this task. Theological strife,
the rise of sects, often with a national background, frequent
rivalries for the throne based on religious grounds (usually on
alleged descent from the clan of the Prophet), and at last the
decay of religion itself through its mixture with politics and
worldly interests, were common features of the Islamic world.
Islam has no real priesthood or Church, in the Christian sense.
The unalterable rule of the "Koran is maintained by a class which
is halfway between theologians and lawyers. Though this class
has produced great intellectual and ethical achievements, its
influence has on the whole been unfavourable to the growth of